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Air Canada to Explore Rapid COVID-19 Testing with Spartan
Bioscience
Portable kits that quickly detect COVID-19 further support the airline's multi-layered biosafety
approach
MONTREAL, July 8, 2020 /CNW Telbec/ - Air Canada is pleased to announce it has engaged
Spartan Bioscience Inc., an Ottawa-based biotechnology leader in portable DNA testing
technology, to assess how best to deploy Spartan's portable COVID-19 testing technology in the
aviation sector.
"Air Canada's strategy for managing COVID-19 has been to develop and apply multiple layers of
biosafety measures for customers and employees. We believe the availability of a rapid, accurate,
portable molecular test for COVID-19 will add yet another effective layer. We are excited by the
potential and point of care use cases for the Spartan Cube, and look forward to working with the
Spartan team in the weeks and months ahead," said Samuel Elfassy, Vice President, Safety at Air
Canada.
Air Canada has been at the forefront of the airline industry in responding to COVID-19, for example
being among the first carriers globally to require face coverings onboard and the first airline in the
Americas to take customers' temperatures prior to boarding. In May it introduced a comprehensive
program, Air Canada CleanCare+, to apply biosafety measures at each stage of the journey. Air
Canada has committed to adding other processes and technologies as they become available,
which is why it is pleased to be working with Spartan Bioscience.
Spartan is developing a proprietary swab for the collection of DNA samples for its COVID-19
test. Spartan's test cartridge (reagents) and the Spartan Cube (portable DNA analyzer device)
remain subject to Health Canada approval.
"Spartan is excited to explore how our fast, portable testing technology can help keep Air Canada
employees and the travelling public safe as Canada's economy re-opens," said Nick Noreau,
Spartan Bioscience's Chief Revenue Officer.
For more information on Air Canada CleanCare+ please see www.aircanada.com
CAUTION REGARDING FORWARD-LOOKING INFORMATION
This news release includes "forward-looking statements" within the meaning of applicable
securities laws. These statements are identified using terms and phrases such as "preliminary",
"anticipate", "believe", "could", "estimate", "expect", and similar terms and phrases and may
involve, but are not limited to, comments relating to guidance, strategies, expectations, planned
operations or future actions. Forward-looking statements, by their nature, are based on
assumptions, including any described herein and are subject to important risks and uncertainties.
Forward-looking statements cannot be relied upon due to, amongst other things, changing external

events and general uncertainties of the business. Actual results may differ materially from results
indicated in forward-looking statements due to a number of factors, including those identified in Air
Canada's public disclosure file available at www.sedar.com. The forward-looking statements
contained in this news release represent Air Canada's expectations as of the date of this news
release (or as of the date they are otherwise stated to be made) and are subject to change after
such date. However, Air Canada disclaims any intention or obligation to update or revise any
forward-looking statements whether because of new information, future events or otherwise,
except as required under applicable securities regulations.
About Air Canada
Air Canada is Canada's largest domestic and international airline. Canada's flag carrier is among
the 20 largest airlines in the world and in 2019 served over 51 million customers. Air Canada is a
founding member of Star Alliance, the world's most comprehensive air transportation network. Air
Canada is the only international network carrier inNorth America to receive a Four-Star ranking
according to independent U.K. research firm Skytrax, which also named Air Canada the 2019 Best
Airline in North America. For more information, please visit: aircanada.com/media, follow
@AirCanada on Twitter and join Air Canada on Facebook.
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