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Air Canada Marks the 70th Anniversary of its Montreal-Paris Route
Air Canada is the North American airline that has offered
service to France the longest
MONTRÉAL, April 1, 2021 /CNW Telbec/ - Today,
Air Canada, the longest-serving North American airline in
France, is celebrating the 70th anniversary of its Montreal–
Paris route.
On April 1, 1951, a four-engine, 40-passenger Canadair North Star, registered as CF-TFO and
operated by Trans-Canada Air Lines (now Air Canada), touched down for the very first time at Orly
airport, in the suburbs of Paris.
Initially entailing a layover in London, UK, the flight between Montreal and Paris quickly became a
non-stop, weekly service after its initial success.
Air Canada's Montreal-Paris route serves Roissy-Charles de Gaulle Airport on a year-round basis.
The regular schedule consists of two daily flights in summer season and one daily flight in winter
season.
Air Canada's flights are operated with Boeing 777-300ER aircraft (450 seats), Airbus A330-300
aircraft (297 seats) or Boeing 787-9 Dreamliners (298 seats). Customers have a choice of
three service classes: Air Canada Signature Class, Premium Economy and Economy.
"This is an important milestone for our airline, our customers and, more specifically, Air Canada's
French colleagues," said Mark Galardo, Senior Vice President, Network Planning and Revenue
Management at Air Canada. "This 70th anniversary is a testament to the special, enduring
relationship between the two cities, which have a long history of partnership and collaboration. This
transatlantic flight from Canada sees the most demand and is a key part of our DNA. In addition,
despite the challenges posed by the COVID-19 crisis, Air Canada has never suspended its
Montreal–Paris route during the pandemic, and our sole ambition is to re-establish Air Canada's
presence in other French cities in order to continue to strengthen the ties that unite us."
For the last 70 years, Air Canada has continued to bolster its presence inFrance and the French
Caribbean, and to increase its commitment to French territories.
Before the onset of the pandemic, Air Canada served seven French cities: Paris, Bordeaux, Lyon,
Marseille, and Nice, as well as Fort-de-France and Pointe-à-Pitre in the Caribbean. The airline
operated up to 45 weekly flights from its hub airports in Montreal, Toronto, and Vancouver, which
offered connections to more than 50 destinations in the Americas.
About Air Canada
Air Canada is Canada's largest domestic and international airline and, in 2020, was among the top
20 largest airlines in the world. It is Canada's flag carrier and a founding member of Star Alliance,

the world's most comprehensive air transportation network. Air Canada is the only international
network carrier in North America to receive a Four-Star ranking according to independent U.K.
research firm Skytrax. In 2020, Air Canada was named Global Traveler's Best Airline in North
America for the second straight year. In January 2021, Air Canada received APEX's Diamond
Status Certification for the Air Canada CleanCare+ biosafety program for managing COVID-19, the
only airline in Canada to attain the highest APEX ranking. Air Canada has also committed to a net
zero emissions goal from all global operations by 2050. For more information, please visit:
aircanada.com/media, follow Air Canada on Twitter and LinkedIn, and join Air Canada on
Facebook.
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